«. 


Z * 


— : ns * . 
5 — 2 g 


2 


* 


RR 


4 
* 


* | 
" o * 5 | 
* ; 
* 2 -. : 2 4 a * . 
= A 3 1 . * * 8 E - , E 
* * Tx * * - 1 = = Gs * . 5 5 
S : I 1 | | 
"LI : | 
0 s ö 
3 a k 
2 4 l 
4 ; | 
1 % 7 2 3 «+ 6 , | | : 35 | 
- * 5 A 7 | 
| | a , * a. N 
; : #4 . >. a * as 1 
| | | x & T4 
x ** * . Fg 7 5 N | | | 
* 5 4 | 
; ; | F R E E y H O G H at * * % 4 
g . | | | 
* 5 f | 
b ö - , 1 re ; | | 
4 - 2 a> h | | : | 
5 | l : * 3 
4 - a | | 
| | | ; o — 
7 , , k | | 
| | "£ 
7 | | | 
* 3 
4 * - | | 
30 | 
* * _ 3 
| - * , 
5 y | 
2 1 of * 
- 5 * — £ A : i 
- 14 
5 , N £ : 3 
— f 2 7 1 X | 
) ; | 
| | | | ” ? - * 
| | a f N a 2 - = 
| ; : ” - + - 
> * 
U | 5 i 
* * © 2 : 7 b ; | | : | | | 
* 7 - : 
| | > * — _ * * . 
- Ls * N * 4 ” . ” 2 5 : * ; / . 
Aa 4 ( ) F . 3 f « Y ., 
» | | 
. | | ; 
: | | 


* 


———— 


n 
Ig XL 
»” x 


_ l 


F FREE. THOUGHTS 

| 8 ED UroOn Twp 

BOOK or COMMON PRAYER, 
AND OTHER FORMS; 


According | to the Usk of the 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


 - „ Humbly recommending 


Ax ABRIDGEMENT, with other -ALTSRATIONS. 


———. 


/ 2 7 1 7 | 
Idyræ EUTKuypeovuwy Kats KATE THZW YIVET I. 
Ld 


ER — LONDON: _ 
| Printed for T. BECKET, in the Strand. 
| > +. MBCCLEXL.: 


———— 
* — — —A—Ä—üUAñ — — . PR 


— r — 


NE —ü4 


n 


1 


TREE THOUGHTS 


UPON THE 


BOOK of COMMON PRAYER, &e. 


YAINT PAUL, in his firſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, lays down particular precepts 


for the preſervation of decency and order in 
the church of God, „Let all things be 
done decently, and in order.” The moſt likely 
method of following this injunction, is, by 


a preſcribed, eſtabliſhed form in public wor- 


ſhip, which the generality of Chriſtians, in all 


ages, have allowed and promoted. — For, with- 


out this, the command would be reverſed, 


and confuſion, diſorder, and indecency, attend 


our ſupplications to the throne of grace. 


Common experience may teach us, that the 


ſudden ſuggeſtions of our own minds, are ge- 
g . nerally 


E ˙àÿ > ro ns a end 
2 — . 


kept awake i in of important a ſervice. 


[2 :] 


nerally incoherent, if not abſurd : The im- 


5 propriety, therefore, of ſuch ſupp lications _ 


that eſpecially in public aſſemblies, muſt be 


1 very plain and manifeſt to every thinking and 
impartial perſon ; ; and 1 equally diſagreeable 
to the Almighty, as thoſe which abound with 


unneceſſary length, and frequent repetitions. 


Our Saviour commands us, when we pray,” 
not to uſe vain repetitions ; and, to fay, ** Our 


Father,” &. -A prayer remarkable for its con- 


eiſeneſs, plainnefs, and ſufficiency ; and, un- 
doubtedly, is reeemmended, not altogether for 
its Own intrinhe value, but, likewiſe, as a rule 


for all forms of prayer to be copied after; and 


that form which | obſerves this excellent pattern 


jth en een c esch and Ass comes 


neareſt to peri fection. And her ein the ſtricteſt 


attention ſhould be paid to the human frame 
and diſpoſition, a tediouſneſs and tautology be 


ſtrongly guarded againſt, that the mind may be 


* 


„ 


Many i ingenious pens have been 3 in 
e on the beauties of our Common 
Prayer; which, perhaps, moſt people will agree 
about, when it is conſidered as diſtin ſervices, 
performed ſeparately, at different hours, as for- 
| merly appointed. — Or, each prayer confidered as . 
to compoſition; but its beauties may greatly dif- 
appear when the whole is examined as an eſta· 
bliſhed national form. . 1 


since chas happy poke 3 Refrmatinn) 
ue ſeem to have made little alteration in religious 
forms and cuſtoms:; ;- though we were. at that 
time juſt emerged out of. bigotry and ſuper- 
ſtition; and it is therefore reaſonably to be 


e 


ture amendment; ; and, as. p proſperity, 


and learning Aouriſhed, ſo would the miſts of 


ſuppoſed, that there might be room for fu- 


ignorance, prejudice, and ſlavery, be dif] pelled. 
—In a community there undoubtedly muſt 


be a diverſity of opinions, and all cannot be 
n But this is the caſe of all inno- 


vations; 


4 1 


vations; and, if it was to prevent every thing 


of that kind, the world would be deprived 


of many valuable improvements, as well civil 


as reli gious. 


The Liturgy remains, as at the reformation, 


with this difference, in regard to the uſe of it; 


—by performing thoſe ſervices together, which 


were then appropriated to different hours of 
prayer and that too, without allowin g for the 


number of prieſts officiating, or any other cir- 


cumſtances whatever. It may be argued, that 
the whole form may be read in an hour: What 


: then ?—If, with abbreviations, and additional 
variety, it might be ſaid in an equal, or in a 
ſhorter time, why ſhould it not? The woman 
of Canaan gives us due encouragement for impor- 
tunity, though * no means for unnecellary re- 


petition. 
The Confeſſion may be too ſhort, and run in 


too limited terms, —As, . for inſtance, . We 
1 5 have 
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have erred and ſtrayed from thy ways, like loſt 


ſheep; we have followed too much the devices 


and deſires of our own hearts; e have offended 


againſt thy holy laws,” dec. —The ſentences might 
be more particular, to afford the mind due time 


and freedom for recollection; as, wherein, in 


what manner, we have tranſ. greſſed in thought, 
word, and deed. 3 this is the moſt important 
part of prayer, and i is alſo, if naturally performed, 
the moſt paſſionate form of worſhip. —And true 
repentance will ever be attended with all the va- 
riety of godly 1 orrow.— The prayer, therefore, 
which becomes ſuch a ſcene, ſhould be paſſion- 
ate, contrite, humble, fincere, and expoſtula- 


tory. 


The 6 Venite, exultemus Domino, is uſed as 
an invitatory to praiſe. We are before deſired to 
praiſe the Lord: —“ Praiſe ye the Lord 


which ſeems ſufficient for the purpoſe.— The 
| pfalm is uſed in the monthly courſe, and the 


B uſe 
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uſe of it might be here omitted, on account of 
thoſe which immediately | follow. 


It might be commendable to eraze ſuch palms 
as abound with imprecations and curſes againſt 
enemies ; for, however applicable and Proper 
they might be at the time they were com- 


poſed, under particular circumſtances, which, 


being now ceaſed, render them 1 improper for 


a Chriſtian audience, and contrary to the ſpi- 
rit of the goſpel Some of them, which ſeem 
to breathe imprecations, are prophetic, and 


- ſhould, as ſuch, be retained. he others be- 


ing ſet aſide, the daily diviſions might be ab- 


breviated, and their unequal lengths more pro- 


| perly adjuſted. —The value and uſe of the Doxo- 


logy cannot be denied; yet, E ſhould prefume, 
that a due fenſe of the bleſſings conferred upon 


us by each perſon in the ſacred Trinity, might 


be retained, without ſo frequent a repetition 
* this bymn.— And, nien not the cloſing 
the 


E 


the mornin g. ail evening diviſion with it, be 


a ſufficient acknowledgement to the ſupreme 


Being, for the inſtruction he has vouchſafed 
unto us * the mouth of his * TIO ? 


Air having delighted our fouls with ihe 
variety, ſublimity, and piety of the ſacred 
poet being penitent, humble, thankful, and 
reſigned with him; — we ſeat ourſelves, and 
attend to ſome part of the Bible appointed to 
be read; which, being ended, we riſe and ſay, 
or ſing the hymn, We praiſe thee,” &c. 
Which abounds with devotion, ſublimity, 
and beauty; and it is a duty incumbent up- 
on us to praiſe God for his revealed will.— 
Conveniency and order likewiſe require an in- 
terruption between the two Leſſons.— To ſet 
this hymn wholly aſide, Wi be depriving: 
us of one of the ſublimeſt ſongs of praiſe: 


But, yet, to uſe it only at ſome par 


ticular times, and to have others adapted to 
the daily portions of Scripture, might be much 


more 


114 
more edifying, pleaſing, and inſtructive; 3 as they 
would be a brief explanation to the people of 


the commands, the threats, the Judgments, the | 


mercies of the Lord our God 3 


By the breſent diviſion of the Scriptures 


into chapters and verſes, the ſenſe is often 


broke, the beauty ſpoiled, and ſtrange con- 


fuſion made.—If ſuch a divifion be eſteemed 
eſſentially neceſſary, why is it not done with 
the niceſt exactneſs, r. and regularity? 


N people eſteemed fo wile and elegant as 


we are, or flatter ourſelves ſo to be, might 


encourage men of learning and polite diſcern- 


ment to adjuſt thoſe books in a manner be- 


coming their importance and their dignity.— 
Let a perſon print any hiſtory, either ancient 
or modern, thus divided and ſubdivided, and 
he muſt have very little taſte or judgment, 


if he does not perceive the ſtrange inconſiſt- 


ency of ſuch a ee — eſtabliſhed 
—_— 1. cuſtom 


1 
cuſtom of ſermonizing upon texts, may not | 
| hinder, but there might be other methods 
ſubſtituted, equally as agreeable and beneficial, | 
if not more ſo.— And let the Scriptures be 
divided for public ſervice, in whatever form * 
government ſhould think fit to preſcribe.— 
Yet, as this ſhould be chiefly intended for 
the conveniency of the congregation, edi- 
tions might nevertheleſs be permitted to be 
printed, without ſuch diviſions, without figures 
and verſes ; and, i in the ſame variety of vo- 
lumes, types, and bindings, as other writings 
are.—By which means ſchiſm and miſapplica- 
tions of paſſages might be greatly avoided ;— 
and an additional pleaſure, as well as advan- 
tage, would be reaped from reading the Law, 
5 the Prophets, and the N | | 


The Apoſtles Creed is never to be uff 


ciently admired for its conciſeneſs, perſpicuity, 


and Plainneſ.— The Athanaſian is ſtrictly 
C agreeable 


8 


= 0 
"x ms - 
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1 


agreeable to the faith revealed unto us in 
the holy Scriptures; but ſeems to be expreſſed 
in too abſtruſe articles for a mixt multitude, 


and might be ſuperſeded * that of the 


Apoſtles. 


Let us pray. — This invitation may be 


| extremely proper and decent before kneeling 


down, and at the beginning of prayer; - . 
when it is uſed in Proper: as, before O 


God, merciful Father; 3 and again, ” We 


humbly beſeech thee ;* ; a is ſo far from call- 


ing upon us to pray more vehemently,” 
that it interrupts, diſturbs the attention, and 


ſtops the united ardour of worſhip 4 


The Lord's Prayer, with the 1 after 
it, the Collects for peace and grace, (when 
the Litany is uſed). might be here omitted, ; 
the purport of them being contained in that - 


* ſupplication— The Collect for the day, 


would - 
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would be halGcienthy: ey by reading it imme- 
diately before the Epiſtle and Goſpel.” 


1 The | old. miſe; new RE of the Pſalms are 
neither of them agreeable to the . dignity, 
ſublimity, or piety of the originals: : Their 
| verſification is very mean, as if ſimplicity Was 
inconſiſtent with order, metre, and ſublimity. 
Were the Greek and Roman poets tranſ- 
lated into no better verſe, than the far nobler 
flights of the King of Iſrael, | they would 
not merit a place in the libraries of the 
learned and judicious Several of our emi- 
nent perſons have tranſlated ſome of the 
pfalms with becoming elegance and propriety, 
and compoſed hymns upon the various ſub- 
jects in the New Teſtament: If theſe were 
ſelected and examined by pious and ingenious 
men, appointed by authority for that purpoſe, | 
—they might from thence form a moſt grand 


In churches wherein organs 


book of praiſe.— 


are erecked, Poier might enact, that no 
| tunes, 


tunes, excepting ſuch as are proper, ſacred, 
and compoſed by the moſt famous maſters, 
ſhould be played; ; and too great care could 
not be taken in performing ſo ſolemn a part 
of the ſervice, that we might render our 
} appearance before the Lord in all the har- 
mony of praiſe. Y : 


The Communion-ſervice is a proper intro- 
duction to the receiving the holy ſacrament, 
as helping our recollection of omiſſions and 
commiſſions, before the ſolemn Confeſſion in 
that ſacred office.— But, tO be uſed as Aa part 
of morning prayer, it ſeems ſuperfluous.- 
Might it not be more adviſeable, (after the 
firſt pſalm) to proceed to the Collect for the 
day ?—Which ſhould always be a prayer agree- 
able to the meaning of the epiſtle and goſpel, 

and the ſervice might be then cloſed with a 


plalm or a hymn. 


Before Sermon, let the 1 105 ſome 
Ro EY  '. kb 


E 
ſuch Collect, as 0 Lined: Jeſu Chriſt, Me 
at thy firſt coming, didſt ſend thy meſſenger 
to prepare thy way before thee *. e 
Lord's Prayer might be omitted. For, it ſeems 
ſufficient to defire of God, that the ** mini- 
ſters, and ſtewards of his myſteries, may make 
ready his way, by turning the hearts of the 
diſobedient to the wiſdom of the juſt.” Lat 
him be particularly. cautious againſt preaching 
the audience 'to ſleep, or puzzling their un- 
derſtandings.—Let his diſcourſe be eee 
FR "wary and d perſunkive, | 


WELD ES 


ww +4 +4 


-Þ he 100 of prayer uſed at the Sacrament, 
might begin with the Lord's Prayer, the Col- 
lect, the Commandments, the prayer for the 
king, and the Ni cene creed. Obedience to the 
king is a duty of ſuch importance, that no 
form of prayer, eſpecially in public, can be 
cfivgorgn: Oe, without in the OS 


— 


; 4 „ b : 
8 » Colle for the third Sunday in Advent, 7 6b 
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L 14 . 
of kings to wed down his e upon 


bis anointed.— The cares, difficulties, tempta- 


tions, and dangers, which encircle a diadem, 


are- not to be ſurmounted without the aid of 


Almighty power. 


The 8 creed might be here ſung 


or ſaid, as making a variety for different 


minds, and as abounding with due fulneſs.— 
It is alſo neceſſary that we ſhould make a 

confeſſion of that faith which | we are about 
to teſtify, in partaking of that holy ordinance, 
inſtituted by the author and finiſher of our 
faith, | 


The ſentences of the Offer tory 4 a far as 


they relate to the duty of almſgiving, which 
ſhould be all that ſhould be attended to at 


this time, are very proper.— For the offerings 


received, are chi efly deſigned as a token of obe- 
dience to the command of that God, whoſe ten- 
der mercies towards mankind we are now about 

4 1 


WEE 2Þ2 oa 
to - commemorate - and of the indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity of | charity, to conſtitute a worthy com- 
municant, and to eſtabliſh a Chriſtian cha- 


racter. duch ſentences as favour the mini- 


ſter's right to part of the alms, or oblations; 

ö > might be erazed.— The Taws have, or ought to 
1 provide ſufficiently for the clergy, without lay- 
ing them under the mean neceſſity of accepting 

any part of ok contributions, on any other mo- 

tive, than to diſtribute to the ſick and needy; 3 

5 | of of whom they have more opportunities of. being 

7 acquainted with, with, and muſt be better judges in 


_ application of them. 


After the prayer hs the <« whole ſtate of 
Chriſt's church militant,” might we not ry 
to, „Ve that do truly and earneſtly repent” — 

A ſhort addreſs, which expreſſes the n 
85 qualifications to conſtitute a worthy communi-: 
cant, and is an affectionate admonition and pre- 

face before the confeſſion.— And if the preaslier 
diſcourſes von the duty, benefits, and obli- 
8 Lations 


„J 


gations of the ſacrament, (which he ſhould 
then, or ſome few days before, do )—What 
need of any more exhortations ?—And chat 
too, when we are fully reſolved to partake of 
the Lord's ſupper, and declare ſuch reſolution 
by nne at the altar. 


But if an orion, at * time of re- 
ceiving, be thought neceſſary, that now in uſe 
ſeems rather improper, and calculated to ter- 
rify, more than to invite.— There are degrees | 


of grace, as well as of fin. 1 is for ſinners 


that this holy ordinance was inſtituted. 
« Chriſt died for all; and all men are fin- 
ners. Mhen a perſon imagines himſelf too 
wicked for to approach theſe holy myſteries, it 
is one great reaſon why he ſhould partake of 
them; for a ſenſe of unworthineſs is a ſign 
of grace, and the © bruiſed reed- God will 
not break.” —They, who come (as St. Paul 
ſays) to this feaſt, as to a common meal, © to 
eat and to drink, not diſcerning the Lord's 

20 al | body,” — 


1 

| body. or, as we may now ſay, They, who 
diſbelieve in God, and flight his promiſes, 
they who treat them with - contempt, and 
even deride them at the altar. Theſe are 
the unhappy people, who may reaſonably be 

| ſyppoſed to provoke God's wrath againſt them, 
and, not they who are grieved, weary, and 
laden with the burden of their fins. 


St. Paul's meaning to the b c eat- 
eth and drinketh damnation to himfelf,” — 
is ſtrangely diſtorted, and many timorous and 
- tender-hearted Chriſtians are hereby deterred 

from attending at the holy Sacrament; by al. 

; ſuring themſelves, that _ ſhall © eat and 
drink their own damnation ;' by which, by their 
abſence, they hope to avoid, and do there- 
fore unreaſonably omit the ſtricteſt duty of a | 

Chriſtian, by interpreting the word pipe into 

the moſt frightful acceptation ;—which (ac- 
cording to the beſt commentators) ſhould be 
| 55 ; =” | tranſlated 


1 


tranſlated Condemnation or judgment. And, 


whoever comes to this ordinance in an im- 


proper manner, is therefore guilty of the 


crimes of eating and drinking contrary to the 


deſign of this inſtitution ; and, conſequently, 


of the ſin of diſobedience to the commands 


if 


of our Saviour ;—who. is there ſet forth as 


a propitiatory facrifice ;—and by no means 


as incurring damnation upon themſelves, in 
any other reſpect, than by fin in general, 
without repentance; and not by this one in 


| particular. 


In the Commination-fervice,. we are informed, 


that © it was the diſcipline of the primitive 


church, that ſuch perſons as ſtood convicted 
of notorious ſin, were put to open penance, _ 
and puniſhed in this world, that their ſouls 


might be faved in the. day of the Lord |— 


And that others being admoniſhed by their 
example, might be the more afraid to offend.— 
3 | | _ . Inſtead 


4 


Inſtead whereof, (until the ſaid diſcipline may 
be reſtored again, which is much to be wiſhed )* 
If this is much to be wifhed, why is it not 
reſtored ?—If it is not to be wiſhed, why 
does the parentheſis remain ?—Does this not 
diſcover an indifference And is it not inde- 
cent in the courts of 2 the Lord, for an in- 
difference to appear concerning any diſcipline 


which is: wiſhed to be reſtored. again? 


None, in this. form, are curſed, except thoſe 
_ . whom God curſes, which are only the impe- 
nitent; they who perſevere in their impieties 


to their life's end. - Moſt people approve 


of days and ſeaſons, to be ſet apart for par- 
ticular humiliation and. confeſſion, that we may 
call our paſt ways to remembrance, ſet our 
minds in order, new-dreſs our lamps, and re- 
new a right ſpirit within us. For which purpoſes, | 
op church has appointed Lent and the Commi- | 
nation (excepting the parentheſis) is extremely pro- 
per to uſher in ſo ſolemn a ſeaſon. 


For. 


2⁰ ] 


For ſaſts and thankſgiving-days, there is al- 


5 ways a preſcribed form; and, I would alk, 


Whether that form of itſelf might not be ſut- 
ficient For a tedious length of ſervice can- 


not add to the ſolemnity of a faſt, or to 


the joyfulneſs of a thankſgiving. The duties 


of contemplation, and the cloſet, are as re- 


quiſite to ſanctiſy a faſt, or to conſtitute a 


joyful thankſgiving, —as thoſe of weeping or 


rejoicing between the porch and the altar. 


Beſides, ſuch humiliations, and gladneſſes of 


heart, ſhould be chiefly expreſſed in earneſt, 


affecting prayers and praiſes, in pious breath- 


ings and holy exclamations, which are almoſt 


entirely neglected in prolix and too tedious 


forms : And, however bettütiful and proper the 


preſent ones may be, yet, the whole, or 


greateſt part of the Liturgy, being uſed with 


them, ſerves rather to fruſtrate the deſign of i 
fuch aſſembling, and to weary our active powers, 
inftead of enlivening | our Ts or . our 


| godly ſorrow. |- on 


IM 


1 

The forms of prayer uſed at Baptiſm and Ma- 
trimony, might admit of an abridgement.— 
In that of Baptiſm,—the two firſt Collects might 
be omitted; for, when we. conſider the great 
number of baptiſms in populous pariſhes, and 
how common it is in great cities to baptize at 
private | houſes ; which circumſtances require that 
this form ſhould be as conciſe as poſſible; and, 
however proper the preſent one may be eſteemed 
to be, the ſame (as to meaning and ſignification) 
might be more briefly expreſſed. —Suppoſe it was | 
to begin at Dearly beloved, foraſmuch as all 
men are conceived and born in fin ; "i from thence 
proceed to the prayer of « Almighty and ever- 
laſting God, heavenly Father,” &c.—Then the 
Goſpel ; and, inſtead of the different exhorta- 
tions, a ſhort one might be ſubſtituted upon the 
duty of baptiſm and its benefits; Proper 
queſtions to the ſponſors The Lord's Prayer; 
The prayers, © O merciful God, —Almigh- 
ty, everliving God; -The baptiſm ;—The 


receivin 8 into the con gregation -The prayer 
3 " af: 
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of ©. We | yield thee | wa "be thanks: '—And 


conclude with The peace of God, whe 
paſſeth, &c. 


The form of Emdization of Matrimony, 


might proceed as at preſent to the bleſſing; im- 


mediately before which, might be ſaid the Lord's 


Prayer, with the verſicles.— The prayer, O 
God, who by thy mighty power, &c. Then 
conclude with the benediction; and, when the 
woman is not paſt child- bearing, — a clauſe might 
be occaſionally added ;—as, ſomething to this 
_ purpoſe, © God the F ather, God the Son, God 

the Holy Ghoſt, bleſs, preſerve, and keep you ;” 


(make ye happy in a numerous and pious of. 


ing 


If the government ſhould ever order the 2 


turgy, and other forms of the church, to be al- 
tered or abridged, it might perhaps be pru dent 
to leave the old and new forms to be uſed at the 
diſcretion of the miniſters and churches; (as in 
* = : the 


the caſe of the old and new verſion of the Pſalms : 5 ; 
Whereby diſcontents and uneaſineſſes would be 3 A 
greatly avoided, and, in time, that form which 
was moſt perfect, would be univerſally received. 
— Peoples inclinations would not be forced, and 
their judgments would be allowed a calm and a 


cool deliberation. 
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